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(57) ABSTRACT 

With the invention blocking systems for the medullary canal 
(1) of a tubular bone (2) are shown which have a blocking 
element (5) in order to hold bone cement (3) back from 
cemented prosthesis shafts (4). Because a deformable plug 
(6) which can be decomposed in the body is placed on 
between the blocking element (15) and the shaft end (7), 
which prevents an advance of liquid bone cement (3) in the 
capacity of a fill-in and which permits a penetration of the 
end (7) of the prosthesis shaft (4), a cement socket without 
a base arises which permits settling movements of the shaft 
in the hardened bone cement. 

15 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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BLOCKING SYSTEM FOR THE 
MEDULLARY CANAL OF A TUBULAR BONE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to a blocking system for the med- 5 
ullary canal of a tubular bone in which a prosthesis shaft can 
be fastened with bone cement, with the blocking system 
having a blocking element which can be anchored in the 
medullary space prior to the introduction of the bone cement 
in order to prevent an advance of bone cement. 10 

The previous teaching for the formation of the cement 
jacket about the shaft of a cemented in prosthesis starts from 
as uniformly thick a cement jacket as possible which com- 
pletely surrounds the shaft, with at most a somewhat greater 
accumulation of bone cement being tolerated under the shaft 15 
end in order to compensate the fluctuations between the 
setting depth of a mechanical medullary space blocking and 
the penetration depth of the shaft end. 

A mechanical medullary space blocking of this kind is 2Q 
described in the patent specification U.S. Pat. No. 4,293,962 
with an associated setting tool. A similar medullary space 
blocking is shown by the patent specification U.S. Pat. No. 
4,245,359 or U.S. Pat. No. 4,344,190 in which the material 
of the mechanical medullary space blocking can be decom- 2$ 
posed in the body. A disadvantage of an arrangement of this 
kind consists in that relatively large drawing tensions can 
arise in the transition from the cement socket to the cement 
plug lying under the shaft end when the shaft moves slightly 
downwards within the hardened cement socket. 3Q 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The object of the present invention is to keep the drawing 
tension small in the direction of the shaft prosthesis in the 
lower region of the cement socket. This object is satisfied in 35 
that a plug of a deformable material is placed on the 
blocking element which prevents an advance of liquid bone 
cement in the capacity of a fill-in or dummy and which 
permits a penetration of the end of the prosthesis shaft. 

An advantage of this arrangement consists in that the shaft 40 
end can sink slightly within the tube-shaped socket in 
accordance with the creep movements of bone cement. 
Furthermore, there is no cement plug present which can 
come off or be pushed away to one side as a result of such 
a creep movement. Also, there is no cement plug present 45 
which must be tediously removed in a re-operation. In 
addition a greater accumulation of bone cement is avoided 
without it being necessary to observe narrower tolerances 
between the mechanical medullary space blocking and the 
shaft end. Because the plug is deformable between the shaft 50 
end and the mechanical medullary space blocking, the shaft 
tip can penetrate, while the still flowable bone cement is 
displaced backwards. Since the plug is still deformable even 
after the hardening of the bone cement, it can follow slight 
sinkings of the shaft, with the cement socket which is 55 
supported in the bone being pressed together more strongly. 
The increase of the drawing tension which extends around in 
ring shape in the lower socket turns out in this situation to 
be low, since a small axial sinking of the shaft causes a 
substantially lesser enlargement of the diameter due to the 60 
weak cone angle, which is on the order of magnitude of a 
few degrees. 

A further advantage is present when the deformable plug 
decomposes in the body and in this manner the body's own 
tissue can grow in up to the end of the shaft in the form of 65 
bone marrow and fat. If the material of the blocking element 
also decomposes in the body in the medium term, no more 
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parts which are foreign to the body are present beneath the 
shaft end by the dimensions of which a re-operation shaft 
would have to be set more deeply. In addition, in a 
re-operation a removal of the tubular cement socket is 
considerably simpler after the removal of the shaft which 
protrudes beyond the socket. Furthermore, it is prevented 
with this arrangement that a hitherto usual cement plug is 
torn off from one side of the socket and wanders under the 
slowly sinking shaft laterally into the tubular bone and 
weakens the latter. The deformable plug can consist of a 
plastically deformable, gelatinous or pasty material which 
gives way while largely preserving its volume when a shaft 
tip penetrates therein. It can however also consist of a 
foamed material, the volume of which collapses at the 
location of the penetration of a solid object. This does not 
exclude that the foamed plug has a certain elasticity, which 
permits it, compressed to a smaller diameter, to be intro- 
duced with a setting apparatus into a medullary canal where 
it can assume a larger diameter after being deposited. If a 
foam is used which easily solidifies on being released, then 
a plug of this kind can be deposited directly onto the 
blocking element with a spray can and an extension tube in 
this manner and can be used as the mentioned fill-in after a 
corresponding solidification. Hydrolysable materials con- 
taining gelatine can be decomposed in the body within hours 
to days. There are likewise bio-absorbable materials which 
the body can decompose with its enzymes in days to weeks 
so that it is possible with such plugs to have a space beneath 
the shaft immediately after the operation which permits a 
sinking of the shaft corresponding to the creep movements 
in the cement socket, at the latest during the first loading 
attempts, without additional loading peaks arising at the 
socket and at the transition from the latter to the supporting 
bone tissue. 

The deformable plug must be applied to the blocking 
element as a fill-in prior to the introduction of the bone 
cement. A plastically deformable plug can also be positioned 
together with a mechanical medullary space blocking by a 
setting apparatus and then be uniformly distributed with a 
stopper. It is however also possible to lower a deformable 
plug using a separate setting apparatus and to thrust it out 
with a piston. It is likewise possible to surround the plasti- 
cally deformable plug with a membrane which is elastic and 
can be decomposed in the body in order that it can be pushed 
into the medullary space in the form of an elongate cartridge 
and occupies the cross-section of the medullary space with 
respect to the following bone cement when it arrives at the 
mechanical medullary space blocking. Because the pressure 
of the bone cement on the plastically deformable plug is 
equally large everywhere, the latter experiences no substan- 
tial change of form, but merely lies everywhere in contact 
with the same pressure, whereas the shaft which follows 
outwardly displaces first the bone cement and then the mass 
of the plastic plug. In the use of a membrane about the plug 
it can be advantageous to provide the end of the shaft with 
a point. This can be pushed on or be a component of the shaft 
in order to puncture open the membrane. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS: 

FIG. 1 shows schematically in a longitudinal section a 
setting apparatus with which a deformable plug can be 
deposited on a mechanical medullary space blocking in a 
tubular bone; 

FIG. 2 shows schematically the arrangement of FIG. 1 
during the ejection and pressing on of a deformable plug; 

FIG. 3 shows schematically the arrangement of FIG. 2 
after the setting apparatus has been moved out and after the 
filling with flowable bone cement; 
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FIG. 4 shows schematically in a longitudinal section a In the following examples the same reference symbols are 

setting apparatus for a mechanical medullary space blocking used for similar function elements, 

with a plastically deformable plug which is placed on in ring i D FIGS. 1 to 3 the function of a setting tool 10, 15, 16 is 

shape; shown for a deformable plug 6. This deformable plug 6 

FIG. 5 shows schematically the arrangement of FIG. 4 5 consists of a plastically deformable material which can be 

during the pressing on of the plastically deformable plug at decomposed in the human body, with it being possible for 

the anchored medullary space blocking; this decomposition to take place through disintegration as in 

FIG. 6 shows schematically the arrangement of FIG. 5 hydrolysable gelatines and/or through the absorption of 

after the setting apparatus has been moved out and after the pasty bio-absorb able materials. The setting tool has a cyl- 

filling in of flowable bone cement; 10 mc *er ' which is continued as a sleeve 16 and takes up an 

FIG. 7 shows schematically an arrangement in accordance ejection piston 10 with a piston rod 15. In the retracted state 

with FIG. 3 or 6 in which a prosthesis shaft dips into the ?/ * c ^ i0Q ™ P** ■ P™<hed out by me cylinder 9 as 

deformable plug; a coo * ac dough ana deposited on (FIG. 1) and 

*™ o ,_ v • ,i r r-T^ pressed onto (FIG. 2) a mechanical medullary space block- 

FIG. 8 shows schematically the arrangement of FIG. 7 in 15 m 5 ^ e cnd surfaoc of ^ ^ 10 ^ ^ lmdcf ^ 

which the deformable plug is replaced by the body s own g form a planaf prcssing SUfface SubscquCQtly liquid boac 

tissue, cement 3 can lie in contact above the plug 6, with the plug 

FIG. 9 shows schematically the arrangement of FIG. 7 in $ screening the blocking element 5 in the capacity of a fill-in. 

which the deformable plug and the mechanical medullary The blocking element 5 has a plurality of peripherally 

space blocking are replaced by the body's own tissue; 20 extending ribs 12 and protruding elastic spikes 13 which 

FIG. 10 shows schematically in a longitudinal section a permit an anchoring in a prepared medullary canal. A thread 

plastically deformable plug with a surrounding membrane 11 is provided in the center in order to be able to set the 

which is deposited on a mechanical medullary space block- blocking element with a threaded rod. 

ing; In FIGS. 4 to 6 is a combined setting tool 16, 17, 18 for 

FIG. 11 shows schematically the arrangement of FIG. 10 25 a common setting of the blocking element 5 and of a 

after the filling in of flowable bone cement; ring-shaped plastically deformable plug 6. A threaded rod 17 

FIG. 12 shows schematically the arrangement of FIG. 11 protrudes through a guide sleeve 16 and is easily releasably 

in which a prosthesis shaft with a point has punctured the screwed to the blocking element 5 via the thread 11. The 

surrounding membrane and dips into the plastically deform- sleeve 16 ends as a ring piston 18. The ring-shaped plug 6 

able plug; ^ ^ captured t, etween me p^ton 18 and the blocking 

FIG. 13 shows schematically the arrangement of FIG. 12 ^ment 5 and can be introduced with the blocking element, 

in which the plastically deformable plug is replaced by the thc threaded rod is released from the 

body's own tissue- blocking element and drawn back flush with the ring piston 

* « . t . „ , c ^ - 18. The thus arisen piston surface is used for the pressing on 

• n u G - 14 u sh ° wssc hematicaUy the arrangement of HG. 12 35 of ^ ^ h ^ lastic , 6 M should stm ^ 

m which the plastically deformable plug and the mechanical sufficien „ lastic that the bore in the t 6 k 

medullary space blocking are replaced by the body s own c i ose d 

tissue* 

„ ' „ . , . „ , With FIG. 6 the same state as in FIG. 3 is then reached; 

FIG. 15 shows schematicaUy an arrangement analogous ^ { 6 ^ s as a fiii-in between the bone cement 3 and the 

to FIG. 12 in which on a shaft a centering aid with a point 40 5i 0C jQ ng dement 5 

has punctured the surrounding membrane and dips into the A _ , '. „ . , 

plastically deformable plug; A furthcr P ossibuit y of a P lu S 6 a w *hout 

,™ ^ . . • „ ™. • , a central bore consists in using a plug material which is 

FIG 1« shows schematically a fining apparatus m the elastica]ly deformable in the manner of a finely porous 

form of a sleeve with a rmg piston using which a foamed and sponge> with the pore size at the surface being so small that 

solidifying plug can be applied to a mechanical medullary practically D0 ^ ccmcnt pen etrates. A "sponge" of this 

space blocking; which cxpands again ^for a pressing together, is 

FIG. 17 shows schematically a shaft with a centering aid deposited on a blocking element 5 in the compressed state 

arranged in the lower third which leaves the shaft end free a setting apparatus 10, 15, 16 in accordance with FIGS, 

for a dipping in in the deformable plug; and 5Q l and 2 and is pressed out in order to produce a fill-in against 

FIG. 18 shows schematically a mechanical medullary advancing bone cement. Its original diameter is so large that 

space blocking with a shaft centering in the form of arms it lies in contact at the inner wall of the medullary canal 1. 

which are arranged in the shape of a funnel and which a plug 6 without a central bore can be produced directly 

protrude into a deformable plug. 0 n a blocking element 5 in accordance with FIG. 16 using 

55 a setting apparatus 16, 18 if a foam is used as a plug material 
which solidifies to such an extent that it withstands a slight 
pressure from the bone cement which is present over a large 

The figures show blocking systems for the medullary area, whereas it collapses at the point of incidence of a hard 

canal 1 of a tubular bone 2 which has a blocking element 5 shaft end. The plug material, which is stored in a cartridge 

in order to hold back bone cement 3 from cemented pros- 60 or a spray can, is deposited on a blocking element 5 via a 

thesis shafts 4. Since a deformable plug 6 which prevents an tubelet 16 which enlarges in the shape of a ring 18. The 

advance of liquid bone cement 3 in the capacity of a fill-in setting apparatus 16, 18 is removed prior to the solidification 

and which permits a penetration by the end 7 of the of the foam in order that no bridges to the remaining foam 

prosthesis shaft is placed on between the blocking element arise in the tubelet 16. After the solidification the thus 

5 and the shaft end 7, a cement socket without a base arises, 65 produced plug can prevent an advance of bone cement in the 

which permits settling movements of the shaft in the hard- capacity of a fill-in, whereby a state such as in FIGS. 3 and 

ened bone cement. 6 is achieved. 



DESCRIPTION OF THE SPECIFIC 
EMBODIMENT 
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A bone cement which lies in contact at the plug 6 in the 7, which dips into the deformable plug. The examples of 

liquid state (FIG. 3, FIG. 6) allows a lowering shaft end 7 to FIGS. 15 and 17 accept that the still liquid bone cement 3 is 

pass and to penetrate into the deformable plug as in FIG. 7. divided by the elastic arms 21 when the shaft 4 is lowered 

Depending on the kind of the plug 6 the latter reacts and must flow back together again behind the arms. This 

differently to the penetrating shaft end 7. The pasty, plasti- 5 circumstance is circumvented in the example of the center- 

cally deformable plug 6 gives way and passes on a devel- ing of FIG. 18. Elastic arms 21 which upwardly run out to 

oping pressure to the wetted surfaces in the manner of an the wall 2 of the medullary canal and which run together 

enclosed liquid. Cavities such as the threaded bore 11 and downwardly in the manner of a funnel and can capture and 

the intermediate spaces between the elastic spikes 13 are still center a lowering shaft end 7 are attached there at the 

partially filled. The partition surface between the plug 6 and 10 blocking element 5. The deformable plug 6 consists of a 

the bone cement 3 is displaced upwardly by the amount of P&sty» plastically deformable material which was introduced 

the remaining volume which is displaced by the shaft end 7. usin g a scttiag apparatus in accordance with FIG. 1 or FIG. 

In the case of a sponge-like plug material the plug material 16 after the setting of the blocking element 12, 21 and 

gives way elastically and settles about the penetrating shaft P u ress f 00 trough elastic arms 21 in such an amount 

end under an increased bias force. An elastic, foamed plug 15 *?? th ? el p a f c arms 21 F£ co ""&* ly , cover * d ' ^ er the 

6 behaves in a similar manner. A rigid foamed plug 6, in m of * on ] \ CGm ™ { 3 1 the . shaft 4 » owered, with its tip 

, , „ . g _ . r ' A 7 being captured via the elastic arms 21 and centered. The 

contrast , collapses in the region of the penetratmg shaft end sfaaft ^ ^ faf and ^ ^ Iasticall 

7 and holds back the bone cement 3 outside the shaft end. de f 0 rmable plug in order that a long centermg path is present 
The material of the deformable plug 6 can be decomposed and a correS pondingly large volume of liquid bone cement 
within a few hours to days by the body. In the event that 20 ^ upward i y displaced over the plug material in order to 
hydrolysable gelatine is used as a plug material the plug 6 compensate the transverse displacement of the shaft axis in 
dissolves slowly in the body fluids and is distributed in the mc bone cement which is connected with the centering 
body. In the event that bio-absorbable substances are used as through the necessarily upwardly flowing bone cement. 

a plug material the plug 6 is likewise decomposed by the FIGS. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 show examples of a 

body's own enzymes within a few days to weeks, and a state 25 plastically deformable plug 6 which is surrounded by an 

in accordance with FIG. 8 arises in which the body's own elastic membrane 19 and which has an elongate cartridge 

liquid and cells 14 fill out the space between the shaft end form prior to introduction into the medullary canal 1. After 

7 and the blocking element 5, whereas the socket of hard- the incidence of the plug 6 at a blocking element 5 the latter 

ened bone cement 3 ends in the manner of a cut off tube. In is pressed on with a piston 10 via a piston rod 15 (FIG. 10). 

this state the first loading attempts at the prosthesis shaft 7 30 Then the still liquid bone cement 3 is filled in (FIG. 11). A 

are not very dangerous for the cement socket. No additional shaft 4 which is lowered through the bone cement 3 is 

drawing tensions can build up via a cement plug extending provided at its end 7 with a point 8 which penetrates through 

about the shaft end, and a slight lowering of the shaft 4 and the membrane 19 into the plastically deformable body 6 and 

creep movements in the bone cement are still possible. displaces its material. If this membrane is highly elastic, no 

FIG. 9 shows the situation months later, when the block- 35 point 8 is required, but rather the membrane 19 then wraps 

ing element, which contains bio-absorbable substances such about the penetrating shaft end 7. The point 8 can be a 

as lactides, has disintegrated. The space about the shaft end constituent of the shaft 4. It can be pushed on at the distal 

7 and beneath the shaft end is filled with the body's own end of a shaft as a point or it can be pushed on at the shaft 

tissue. A slight lowering of the shaft corresponding to the 4 as a constituent of a push-on centering aid 20 (FIG. 15). 

greater cone angles in the proximal region would not lead to 40 FIGS. 13 and 14 show, analogously to FIGS. 8 and 9, a shaft 

inadmissible drawing tensions at the distal end of the socket end with a point 8 which, in the case of materials for the plug 

of bone cement. If a re-operation becomes necessary later, 6 and the blocking element 5 which can be decomposed in 

the cement socket can be removed relatively easily after the the body, in the medium term represents the element which 

loosening out of the shaft. protrudes into the tubular bone the furthest. 

FIGS. 15, 17 and 18 show arrangements of the invention 45 What is claimed is: 

in which a shaft 4 dips with its end 7 into a deformable plug 1. A blocking system for the medullary canal of a tubular 

6 and at the same time experiences a centering within the bone for fastening a prosthesis shaft with bone cement, the 

medullary canal 1. In FIG. 15 the centering is solved in that blocking system comprising: 

the shaft 4 is extended by a centering aid 20 which can be a blocking element configured to be anchored in the 

pushed on and the end 7 of which protrudes into a deform- 50 medullary canal prior to introduction of the bone 

able plug 6, the construction of which will be described later. cement to prevent an advance of the bone cement, and 

Elastically resilient arms 21, by means of which the lower a plug of a deformable material placed on the blocking 

part of the shaft 4 is centered during the lowering into the element to prevent an advance of liquid bone cement in 

medullary canal 1, stand off laterally from the centering aid the capacity of a fill-in and to permit penetration of an 

20. In the example shown the arms 21 are locate d in the 55 end of the prosthesis shaft. 

region of the bone cement 3. If the deformable plug 6 is 2. The blocking system of claim 1 wherein the deformable 

made with a corresponding height, the elastic arms 21 can material of the plug is surrounded by an elastic membrane, 

also dip into the deformable plug, which can be of advantage 3. The blocking system of claim 2 wherein the elastic 

when the centering aid also consists of a bio-absorbable membrane is puncturable by a sharp point attached to an end 

material. The cement socket then experiences no interrup- 60 of the prosthesis shaft. 

tions through the arms 21. 4. The blocking system of claim 1 wherein the blocking 

The centering aid 20 of FIG. 17 consists of a thin-walled element comprises a bio-absorbable material which is 

piece of tube of body-compatible plastic, which was pushed decomposable in a range of months in the human body, 

over the shaft end 7 and lies in contact in a puncture of the 5. The blocking system of claim 4 wherein the material of 

shaft 4 in order that a continuous contour of the shaft to the 65 the blocking element includes lactides. 

bone cement 3 is maintained. Merely at least three elastic 6. The blocking system of claim 1 wherein the deformable 

arms 21 are provided which indirectly center the shaft end material of the plug is decomposable in the human body. 
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7. The blocking system of claim 1 wherein the plug 
comprises a material which is plastically deformable under 
pressure of a penetrating shaft end of the prosthesis shaft. 

8. The blocking system of claim 1 wherein the plug 
comprises a foamed material which yields under pressure of 
a penetrating shaft end of the prosthesis shaft. 

9. The blocking system of claim 1 wherein the plug is 
elastically deformable to a smaller volume. 

10. The blocking system of claim 1 wherein the deform- 
able material of the plug is decomposable in the human body 
in a range from hours to several days. 

U. The blocking system of claim 1 wherein the deform- 
able material of the plug comprises hydrolysable gelatine. 

12. The blocking system of claim 1 wherein the deform- 
able material of the plug comprises bio-absorbable constitu- 
ents which are decomposable by the human body's own 
enzymes. 

13. A setting apparatus for a blocking system for the 
medullary canal of a tubular bone for fastening a prosthesis 
shaft with bone cement, the blocking system comprising a 
blocking element configured to be anchored in the medullary 
canal prior to introduction of the bone cement to prevent an 
advance of the bone cement, and a plug of a deformable 
material placed on the blocking element to prevent an 
advance of liquid bone cement in the capacity of a fill-in and 



to permit penetration of an end of the prosthesis shaft, the 
setting apparatus comprising: 

a cylindrical reception for the plug and an ejection piston 
which is journalled in the cylindrical reception for 
5 introducing the plug into the medullary canal. 

14. The setting apparatus of claim 13 wherein the ejection 
piston includes a piston surface for pressing the plug against 
the blocking element. 
10 15. A setting apparatus for a blocking system for the 
medullary canal of a tubular bone for fastening a prosthesis 
shaft with bone cement, the blocking system comprising a 
blocking element configured to be anchored in the medullary 
canal prior to introduction of the bone cement to prevent an 
is advance of the bone cement, and a plug of a deformable 
material placed on the blocking element to prevent an 
advance of liquid bone cement in the capacity of a fill-in and 
to permit penetration of an end of the prosthesis shaft, the 
setting apparatus comprising: 
20 a tubelet for introducing a still flowable plug onto the 
blocking element, with the plug material increasing in 
consistency so strongly after the introducing that no 
flowing takes place under action of gravity. 
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